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Conceptual Framework



Parkspace
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Grant Park, Chicago
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Deichmann Square, Israel
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Urban Resort Model
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Tuscan Garden





Guiding Questions: 

How do you read a landscape and define its 

culture?

What are the interests of the landowner? 

What are the opportunities for the VMC?

What are the challenges for the VMC?

What is the role of the Urban Designer?



(Turner, 1998 p. 104,105)





Land Ownership
Understand the 

viewpoint of the 

landowner.

• “…unenclosed 

shopping centers.”

• “…a competitive 

commercial 

development 

marketplace.”







Source:



Wikipedia.Black Creek (Ontario). <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Creek_(Ontario)>

Vaughan’s Secondary Plan 

Policies: 

3.8  
“Make natural features and functions 

a prominent part of 
development.”

6.3.1  
“The Environmental Open Spaces 

identified in Schedule E are 
intended to be developed and 
managed as naturalized open 
spaces that perform four primary 
functions…”

1. Natural heritage
2. Additional vegetation 
3. Accommodate stormwater 

management
4. Municipal parkland as a 

recreation amenity and open 
space



Vaughan has retained 

AECOM to complete the 

Master Plan Class EA 

study.

Source: 
http://www.city.vaughan.on.ca/vaughan/departments/engineerin

g/pdf/Black%20Creek%20-%20Mar%2018,%202010/Maps.pdf

Source: 
http://www.city.vaughan.on.ca/vaughan/department

s/engineering/pdf/Engineering%20-

%20Black%20Creek%20Storm%20Water%20-

%20Feb%2025,%202010%20.pdf
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Take-aways & Suggested Reading  

• Paul Knox - “Place Making/Marketing” 

• Jane Jacobs - “Uses of Neighbourhood Parks”

• Ian McHarg - Design with Nature

• Tom Turner – Landscape Planning and Environmental 
Impact Design

• Frederick Law Olmsted – Writings on City Landscapes

• Edward Relph – Suburban Downtowns of the Greater 
Toronto Area

• Michael Sorkin – Variations on a Theme Park



Take-aways & Suggested Reading  

• Jan Gehl - Life Between Buildings

• Randolph Hester - “collective symbolic ownership”

• Andres Duany - The Smart Growth Manual



Take-aways & Suggested Reading  

• Donald Appleyard - Livable Streets

• Allan Jacobs - Great Streets

• Jacobs, Macdonald, & Rofe - The Boulevard Book
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