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A Vision for the Public Realm!
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VMC Vision!

    diverse opportunities for working, living, 
learning, shopping, recreation and culture. •  

fully experienced on foot • public 
realms are rich and generous, are built to 
a high standard, and comprise a variety of 
spaces and institutions, including places for 
civic gatherings and celebrations  •  safe, 
comfortable and interesting pedestrian 
environment • Diverse architecture • 
Vibrant !



Area of Focus !
Millway  Ave - North of Hwy 7!
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Conceptual Framework- Social 
Dimension!

•! “Life Between Buildings” Jan Gehl (1987)!

•! Premise: by creating quality spaces – more 
likely to partake in social and optional 
activities!

•! Creates opportunities for casual contact - 
can lead to higher intensity contact - 
represents an opportunity for stimulation!



Elements of a Quality Public Realm!

•! Walkable – opportunity for face to face 
contact!

•! Human-scaled/Mixed Use!

•! Reflect community values/identity!

•! Interaction between the public and private !

•! Diversity of Built From/Businesses/
Spaces/Art!



Example!
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Sense of Place!

Touted as Seattle's most artistically eccentric community!
Residents have left their imprint on the space!
Agency in creating it!
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UCentre of the Universe”!
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Festivals/Public Market!
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Human scaled/walkable !
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Public Art!
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Street furniture – public 
participation!

•! Street Furniture - artist participation 
opportunity !
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Quirky/Diverse “Art”chitecture!
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Public Art/Places to Sit !

1,232&',BC&??<<<=>:5@$%#*@38**%D+D8>=+2"?>5$"#C?2832T2<*?

<#A,5*$32*?A%#BD%?6:%"2*3?6:%"2*3?5*@%J=,3"'



Mixed-Use, Dense and human 
scaledc'
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Public Square: Place to congregate, 
celebrate & mobilize!
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•! Precedent: Pioneer Square Portland!

•! Portland’s “Living Room”!
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UThe successful city of the 21st century will 
be replete with choices, including non-
motorized, post fossil fuel travel options.  
Citizens of the world do not want to sit in 
bumper-to-bumper traffic.  They do not 
want to walk in mud, nor feel threatened 
on a simple bike ride to work.  They want 
to be in cities that provide for creative 
interaction, affordable living and healthy 
movement” (Hook, Gehl Architects, ITDP, 
2010, pg 3).!



Realizing the VMC vision
Transportation and Design Principles 



Automobiles in the VMC:

Barriers

! VMC bordered by 2 
Expressways (400, 407) 
and 2 major Arterials 
(Highway 7 and Jane 
street)

! Road network must 
mitigate the impacts of the 
highways and traffic

Image: google maps



Automobiles in the VMC:

Traffic and TOD

! The demand generated by the 
transit facility independent 
of the adjacent land uses; and

! The demand generated by the 
land uses themselves



Automobiles in the VMC:

Thoroughfare Network/Design

! Diversion of through-traffic
! Thoroughfares that connect 

whenever possible
! Avoid cul-de-sacs
! Hierarchy of roads
! No one-way streets
! Decreased curb radii at 

intersections
! Traffic calming measures

Image: VMC secondary plan



Automobiles in the VMC:

Parking Design Strategies

Image: thecoolist.com

! Provide ample on-street parking
! Parking sheds/Hidden lots
! Parking lot access
! Parking conversion



Automobiles in the VMC:

Benefits of Street Parking

Image: streetsblog.org

! Slows down drivers
! Protects pedestrians
! Reduces demands for on-site parking
! Decreases amount of parking lot pavement
! Increases sidewalk activity as drivers walk 

to  destination



Automobiles in the VMC:

Subway Commuter Parking

Image: torontoist.com

! Finch West Station: 400 Spaces
! Steeles West Station: 1900 Spaces
! Highway 407 Station: 600 Spaces
! No commuter parking at the VMC



Public Transit in the VMC:

Legibility

! What will make the subway station legible?

! Containing several subway entrances from Millway Avenue for the ease of traffic 
during peak periods 

! open space with a pathway for pedestrians/cyclists
! Seeing the  subway interior  from the outside and vice versa
! Passenger amenities 

Images: ttc.ca



Public Transit in the VMC:

Comfort and Safety
! A space can be experienced differently in 

the day and night

! Subway stations in Toronto can be spaces 
which evoke feelings of vulnerability and 
fear

! The VMC subway station must 
acknowledge this to ensure that users 
frequent this space during the day and the 
night with feelings of comfort, safety, and 
complacency

!  The station will be surrounded by mixed-
use activities, with a glass construction, 
allowing users to see inside and outsideImage: ttc.ca



Public Transit in the VMC:

Accessiblity

! The central entrance will be met 
with an open space with a 
pathway, allowing for high 
volume usage

! The station will be accessible to 
able-bodied users, cyclists, and 
commuters with physical 
disabilities.  The absence of 
vehicle parking at the VMC 
station shall encourage 
walkability and cycling for 
commuters



Public Transit in the VMC:

Aesthetics
! The design of the subway station will 

support the high-density, mixed use 
space of the VMC

! The bus terminal should be constructed 
with a roof or at least leave the 
possibility of adding a roof providing 
access through public streets north and 
east of the block. 

! Future VIVA station design enhances 
Avenue 7 streetscape

! According to Andres Duany, a transit 
station should “bring investment into 
parity with roadway subsidy with land 
use patterns that contribute to 
effectiveness of all modes equitably” Images: ttc.ca, 

urbantoronto.ca



Cycling in the VMC:

What will make the VMC bikeable?

Image: Emillie & Lloyd/flickr.com



Cycling in the VMC:

Legibility

Image: Franz Lowenherz/flickr.com

! A cycle network should 
connect uses, connect to 
transit and to surrounding 
neighbourhoods

! The bikeway should be 
understandable on the 
street: simple, direct, 
visible



Cycling in the VMC:

Aesthetics and Place

Image: Chris Brunn/flickr.com

The aesthetic experience of roads takes on an increasing 
importance in this area if Vaughan hopes to encourage cycling, 
because form directly affects experience, and whether that 
experience is dangerous and alienating or pleasant and safe.



Cycling in the VMC:

Safety and Comfort

Image: hembrow.eu/cycling/photos.html

! Fear of cycling is one of the biggest barriers to more widespread 
adoption. Cyclists are more vulnerable to harm than most drivers.

! This fear is often worsened of infrastructure which is not designed 
with cyclist’s needs or experience in mind.



Walking in the VMC:

What makes a street walkable?

Image: mrprealty.com/Images/The%20Exchange/Potomac%20Yard%20vw1.jpg



Walking in the VMC:

Legibility

Image: Steven Pypker



Walking in the VMC:

Comfort and Safety

Image: flickr.com/photos/procyin/955568001/



Walking in the VMC:

Accessibility

Image: flickr.com/photos/procyin/955568001/



Walking in the VMC:

Aesthetics and Place

Image: pbase.com/doady/image/91581095/original.jpg



Images: www.ci.springfield.or.us/tigergrant/springfield.html

Transportation in the VMC:

Multi-way Boulevards



flickr.com/photos/sitephocus/3498670539/



flickr.com/photos/ekittelson/1138850319//



buildthecity.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/
arc_de_tiromphe_defense.jpg



pedshed.net/blog/wp-content/uploads/2007/08/parisian-boulevard.jpg



newurbannetwork.com/sites/default/files/Octavia_051012_-010%20copy.jpg



flickr.com/photos/sfcityscape/2815812344/



flickr.com/photos/27964426@N00/3735896928/



flickr.com/photos/thisisbossi/5268330186/



Transportation in the VMC:

Multi-way Boulevards

  85VAUGHAN METROPOLITAN CENTRE DRAFT SECONDARY PLAN  CREATING A NEW DOWNTOWN

FIGURE A > SECTION OF AVENUE 7 LOOKING WEST  (TYPICAL CONDITION) 

FIGURE B > SECTION OF AVENUE 7 LOOKING WEST  (AT VIVA RAPIDWAY STATION) 

street furnishings, 
shelters, planting zone

through lane through lane transit way planted median and 
transit station zone

+/- 3.5m +/- 3.5m 
transit way

+/- 8.0m 

avenue 7 row (typical condition)  64.4m building face to building face
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 existing avenue 7 row 
+/- 53.2m 
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through lane through lane

+/- 3.3m +/- 3.3m 
pedestrian 

zone

+/- 3.0m 
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+/- 3.0m 
pedestrian 

zone

+/- 2.5m 
through lanebike 

lane

+/- 3.5m 2.0m 
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Image: VMC plan



Transportation in the VMC:

References
Aldred, R. (2010). “On the outside”: constructing cycling 

citizenship. Social & Cultural Geography, 11(1), 35-52.

Daisa, J.M. (2004). Traffic, Parking, and Transit-Oriented 
Development. In H. Dittmar  and G. Ohland (Eds.), The 
New Transit towns: best practices in transit oriented 
development (pp.113-130). USA: Island Press. 

Duany, A., Platzer Zyberk, E. & Speck, J. (2010).  Suburban 
Nation: the rise of sprawl and the decline of the 
American city. New York: North Point Press.

Duany, A., Speck, J. & Lydon, M. (2010). The Smart Growth 
Manual. United States: McGraw-Hill.

Horton, D. (2007). Fear of Cycling. In D. Horton, P. Rosen, & P. 
Cox (Eds.), Cycling and Society (pp. 133-152). Aldershot, 
England: Ashgate.

Institute of Transportation Engineers. (2010). Chapter 6: 
Thoroughfare Designs for Walkable Urban Areas. In 
Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context 
Sensitive Approach. Retrieved March 29, 2011, from 
http://www.ite.org/css/online/DWUT06.html

Jacobs, A. (1993). Great Streets. London: The MIT Press.

Jacobs, A., MacDonald, E. and Rofe, Y. (2003). The Boulevard 
Book: History, Evolution, Design of Multiway 
Boulevards. MIT Press. 

Jacobsen, P. L. (2003). Safety in numbers: more walkers and 
bicyclists, safer walking and bicycling. Injury prevention, 
9(3), 205.

Komanoff, C. (2001). Safety in numbers? A new dimension to 
the bicycle helmet controversy. Injury Prevention, 7(4), 
343-344.

Larice, M. (2007). The urban design reader. London;New York: 
Routledge.

Lynch, K. (1960). The image of the city. Cambridge [Mass.]: 
MIT Press.

Toronto Transit Commission. (2010). TTC Vaughan Corporate 
Centre Station. Retrieved April 8, 2011, from http://
www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/
Spadina_subway_extension/Design/
Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp

Urban Toronto. (2011, March 25). Spadina Subway Extension: 
Vaughan Centre Station. Urban Toronto. Retrieved April 
8, 2011, from http://urbantoronto.ca/content.php?1831-
Spadina-Subway-Extension-Vaughan-Centre-Station

Sheller, M., & Urry, J. (2000). The City and the Car. 
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 24
(4), 737-757.

http://www.ite.org/css/online/DWUT06.html
http://www.ite.org/css/online/DWUT06.html
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://www3.ttc.ca/About_the_TTC/Projects_and_initiatives/Spadina_subway_extension/Design/Vaughan_Centre_Station.jsp
http://urbantoronto.ca/content.php?1831-Spadina-Subway-Extension-Vaughan-Centre-Station
http://urbantoronto.ca/content.php?1831-Spadina-Subway-Extension-Vaughan-Centre-Station
http://urbantoronto.ca/content.php?1831-Spadina-Subway-Extension-Vaughan-Centre-Station
http://urbantoronto.ca/content.php?1831-Spadina-Subway-Extension-Vaughan-Centre-Station

