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Contemporary regional planning issues include: governance, growth management, transportation, food security, social justice, marketing and ecological values.
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Taken together, the Greenbelt
Plan and the Growth Plan
provide policies for regional
land management. These
policies will shape the future of
the Greater Golden Horseshoe.
Together, they provide a guide
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for municipalities and their
designation of development
boundaries.
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The Greenbelt acts a growth management tool for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe region. The designation of
Greenbelt areas has provided a boundary for future urban
expansion.The Greenbelt Plan outlines key agricultural and
natural landthat shall be protected from development. In
contrast,the Growth Plan establishes an economically and
future oriented method for shaping an urban region that
can withstand over 8 million residents by 2031 (Growth
Plan, 2006). The boundary for development will be a key
tool in creating sustainable urban region and depends on
the efficent planning of Ontario municipalities.
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What will the future of urban planning look like if we develop Greenbelt properties?
The concept of a greenbelt may be leading the way in sustainable

urban planning, a means of incorporating protected green space within the urban
fabric. The Greenbelt Plan 2.0 is already taking effect — Toronto Environmental
Alliance is an organization that hopes to extend the Greenbelt into city ravines
(Macpherson, 2010).
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